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TAGS: PFOR, MARR, GI, UK, SP 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO GIBRALTAR OF LITTLE ROCK 

REF MADRID 0293 

1. NAVAL ATTACHE HAS RECEIVED LETTER DATED FEB 2 

FROM CHIEF, SECOND SECTION OF NAVY STAFF, TAKING NOTE OF 
VISITS OF LITTLE ROCK AND SIMS TO GIBRALTAR DURING JANUARY. 

2. TEXT OF LETTER EXPRESSES". . . DISPLEASURE OF SPANIARDS TO 
SEE HOW WARSHIPS OF A FRIENDLY COUNTRY, WHICH HAVE EVERY 
KIND OF FACILITIES IN ANY OTHER SPANISH PORT, ENTER INTO 
ANOTHER PORT WHOSE INSTALLATIONS ARE LOCATED ON A PIECE 
OF SPANISH TERRITORY DOMINATED BY A FOREIGN POWER; EVEN 
THOUGH IT IS CLEAR THAT IT IS DONE WITHOUT THE LEAST 
INTENTION OF CAUSING THE DISPLEASURE THAT IT REPRESENTS 
FOR US." 

3. SECOND SECTION CHIEF CONCLUDES BY NOTING THAT IN 
VIEW OF TRUST EXISTING IN BI-LATERAL RELATIONS, HE 
CONSIDERED IT BEST TO GIVE NOTIFICATION ON A NAVY-TO-NAVY 
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4. THE LETTER, WHICH IS FIRST OFFICIAL REACTION TO VISIT 
OF LITTLE ROCK, IS MILD IN TONE AND FOLLOWS PAST PATTERN 
OF ROUTINE PRO FORMA NOTIFICATIONS BY NAVY STAFF 
FOLLOWING US SHIP VISITS. 

RIVERO 
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